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Commentary 3

Okinoshima Ritual Practices as Viewed from the History of Japan-Korea

Relations during the Kofun Period

TAKATA Kanta  Professor, National Museum of Japanese History

1. Connections between Geumgwan-Gaya
and Wa during the 4 Century

From the 4" century onwards, direct negotiations between
Wa and Geumgwan-Gaya intensified. In Geumgwan-Gaya,
ports expanded on an even larger scale, and cultural objects
presented by Wa began to be interred as grave goods in
royal tombs. The symbol of negotiations between Wa and
Geumgwan-Gaya is Gimhae Daeseong-dong Tomb No.
108. The ports along the coast of Hakata Bay (Fukuoka
Prefecture’s Nishijin-machi site) that had previously

Fig. 1 Overview of Daeseong-dong Tomb No. 108 and recreation
as it originally appeared (Daesong-dong Tomb Museum)
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Fig. 2 Excavation status of bronze arrowheads
(Daesong-dong Tomb Museum)

Fig. 3 Jewelry worn by women
(Daesong-dong Tomb Museum)



flourished rapidly declined. In contrast to that decline, the
Okinoshima ritual practices grew in scale. Given that the
votive offerings bear strong similarities to grave goods from
large keyhole-shaped tumuli (kofun) in the Kinai region, it
appears that the Okinoshima route, directly connecting Wa
with Geumgwan-Gaya, was likely thus established.

—This can be evaluated as one catalyst for the full-scale

development of Okinoshima ritual practices.

2. Further comparative research with the
Puan Chungmak-dong Ritual Site

At the Chungmak-dong ritual site, which shares many
similarities with Okinoshima, the votive offerings from
the 5" century in particular exhibit rich international
character. Their origins can be organized as follows:

* Relations with Baekje: Ritual-use pottery items from
Backje (bottle-shaped vessels and cylindrical vessel
stands) have been excavated. Chinese ceramics and iron
mirrors were likely obtained by Baekje from China.

* Relations with Yeongsan River Basin Society: Pottery

produced in Yeongsan River basin societies, including
the Gochang region, has been excavated.

* Relations with Daegaya and Wa: Horse trappings and
weapons with many examples from the Daegaya region,
as well as what is highly like to be pedestaled Sue ware
were excavated. The dedication of bronze mirrors also
suggests commonalities with Wa.

+ Wa-led Rituals: Stone replica votive items were
excavated, showing strong similarities to maritime ritual
practices in various regions of the Japanese archipelago.
This variety of votive offerings encapsulates Baekje’s

5"_century foreign relations. It appears that the ritual site
was likely managed and operated by Backje, with
participation in these rituals by people from Yeongsan
River basin society, as well as people from Daegaya and
Wa, who had engaged in repeated interactions with Baekje.
— While the Okinoshima rituals are considered to have
been led by the people of Wa, it is necessary to highlight
the presence of people from other societies who

participated in them.

Fig. 4 Sites where remains of the people of Wa can be found along the southern
and western coast of Korea, and assumed coastal shipping routes
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3. Seeking information about the people who
crossed from Wa to the Korean Peninsula

In port towns that were equipped with iron workshops
from the 4" and 5™ centuries, centered around the maritime
regions of Gaya, traces of Wa people visiting these
locations—such as Haji-style pottery and Sue ware—are
found almost without exception. The visitors from Wa
appear to have been engaged in trade aimed at obtaining
iron. Traces of diplomatic envoys responsible for higher-
level diplomacy between polities are indicated by Wa-style
kofun from the first half of the 5" century. Technicians with
tomb-building expertise sometimes participated in these
diplomatic missions. Their work can be glimpsed at the
keyhole-shaped tumuli built in the Yeongsan River basin
from the late 5" to early 6™ centuries. In recent years, it has
become clear that haniwa (clay tomb figurines) from the
first half of the 5% century were produced at a workshop
directly operated by the Baekje royal palace (Seongnam
Bokjeong-dong site).

— This is an issue that helps to understand the actual nature
of people who were highly likely to have been involved in

the Okinoshima ritual practices.
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