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The st International Review Meeting on
The 2nd Special Research Project for the World Heritage Site
“Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region’

’

“Maritime Networks - Exchange and Changes in Rituals and Beliefs”

1. Theme:

In the first phase of the Special Research Project (2018-2022), the World Heritage Committee's
recommendation 'Voyages, Rituals and Beliefs in East Asia' was addressed, and results were
achieved, and new values of this heritage group in a broader perspective were identified.
On the other hand, there are some remaining issues. The first is to examine the inter-regional
exchange at various levels in Asia-Pacific, East Asia and the Japanese archipelago, centred on
voyages, and secondly, to assign significance within a new framework, such as mythology and
religious studies. Furthermore, the restoration of specific rituals and exchanges based on basic
archaeological and documentary research on Okinoshima and the Munakata region, not only in
ancient times but also in the Middle and Early Modern periods.

In order to address these issues, the second phase (2024-2028) aims to organise the global
significance of the property and clarify the reconstruction of rituals and beliefs in Munakata and
their significance in human history.

In 2024, the first year of the project, particular attention will be paid to how spatial connections
through voyages and exchanges affect beliefs. The theme of the study will be "Maritime Networks
and Changes in beliefs".

In the first phase of the Special Research Project, it sought to clarify the specific voyages and
exchange of the time, as well as conducting comparative research on rituals based on maritime
exchange in East Asia. However, cases where exchange has continued to have an impact on rituals
over a long period of time, such as this property, have not been found.

Therefore, in this conference, we will compare this property with other global examples where
unique rituals and beliefs have been changed over a long period of time due to exchanges that took
place on the sea. We will expand the scope of the region from East Asia to Europe and the Asia-
Pacific region and compare mainly island cases.

At the same time, by considering the changes in rituals and beliefs throughout the Japanese
archipelago, we will reconsider the positioning of this heritage site.

Based on these case studies, we will discuss the nature and significance of the Sacred Island of
Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region, as well as the changes in exchange,
rituals, and beliefs in the sea areas. Through this conference, we aim to gain a deeper understanding
of the global significance of the property.

2. Organizer:
Preservation and Utilization Council of “Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in
the Munakata Region (Fukuoka prefecture, Munakata City, Fukutsu City, Munakata Taisha)

3. Venue:
ACROS Fukuoka
1-1-1 Tenjin, Chuo-ku, Fukuoka, 810-0001 Japan

4. Dates:
21% to 22" December 2024



5. Participants:

Speakers:

Ishimura Tomo (Director, Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage, National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, Archaeology)

Gamini Wijesuriya (Special Advisor, ICCROM, WHITRAP, Archaeology, World Heritage)
Christophe Sand (Senior Archaeologist, New Caledonia Government, Senior Research Associate,
French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD- Nouméa), Archaeology)
Fabio Rambelli (Professor, University of California, Religious Studies)

Simon Kaner (Executive Director, Head of the Centre for Archaeology and Heritage, Sainsbury
Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures, Archaeology)

Chair:
Sato Makoto (Chair, Expert Meeting, Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo, History)
Mizoguchi Koji (member, Expert Meeting, Professor, Kyushu University, Archaeology)

Commissioned Researcher:

Akimichi Tomoya (Director, Yamanashi Prefectural Fujisan World Heritage Center, Professor
Emeritus, Research Institute for Humanity and Nature, Cultural Anthropology)

Woo Jae-Pyeong (Professor, Department of Archaeology, Chungnam National University, Korea)
Takata Kanta (Professor, National Museum of Japanese History, Archaeology)

Tanaka Fumio (Professor, Waseda University, History)

Sasou Mamoru (Professor, Kokugakuin University, MuseumKokugakuin University, Archaeology)
Otaka Hirokazu (Lecturer, Taisho University, History)

Research Collaborator:
Wang Haiyan (Professor, Zhejiang University, China, History)

Subcommittee of National Treasure:
Kawano Kazutaka (Tokyo National Museum, Archaeology)
Tsujita Junichiro (Professor, Kyushu University, Archaeology)

Subcommittee of Regional History:

Okadera Miki (Assistant Counsellor, World Heritage Division, Fukuoka Prefecture, Archaeology)
Shoda Michihiko (Chief Engineer, World Heritage Division, Fukuoka Prefecture, Landscape)
Nogi Yudai (Chief Technical Officer, Cultural Properties Protection Division, Fukuoka Prefecture, History)
Kato Kazutoshi (Unit Chief,Kyushu Historical Museum, Fukuoka Prefecture, Conservation Science)
Ikeda Taku (Chief Technical Staff, World Heritage Division, Munakata City, Archaeology)

Ota Satoshi (Chief Technical Staff, World Heritage Division, Munakata City, Archaeology)

Iura Hajime (Unit Chief, World Heritage Division, Fukutsu City, Archaeology)

Ikenoue Hiroshi (Unit Chief, World Heritage Division, Fukutsu City, Archaeology)

Sakino Yutaro (Chief Technical Staff, Archaeology, Fukutsu City, World Heritage Division, Archaeology)
Takagi Shintaro (Chief Technical Staff, Fukutsu City, Cultural Properties Division, Archaeology)
Fukushima Makiko (Curator, Cultural Affairs Bureau, Munakata Taisha, Archaeology)

Observer:

Suzuki Chihei (Cultural Properties Investigator, Agency for Cultural Affairs)
Okada Yasuyoshi (Chair of the ICOMOS Japan)

Liliana Janik (Assistant Director of Research, University of Cambridge)

Van Goethem Ellen (Associate Professor, Kyushu University)



6.Schedule

[Day 1] Saturday, December 21,2024 (Japanese-English simultaneous interpretation)

13:30-13:40

Opening Remark (5min)

13:35-13:45

Secretariat Report :
“Overview of the second term special research project” (10min)

13:45-14:15

The results and issues of the 1** Special Research Project:

Sato Makoto “Maritime navigation, exchange and religion in ancient East Asia:
Particularly from the perspective of navigation and exchange” (15 min)
Mizoguchi Koji “The Historical Trajectory of the Functions of the Okinoshima
Ritual: An Examination of Maritime Navigation, Exchange, and Religion in the
Ancient East Asia Through the Lens of Rituals and Religious Beliefs” (15 min)

14:15-15:15

Lecture 1: Simon Kaner
“Changing beliefs through the influence of exchange in Early Medieval East
Anglia UK” (50 min, Q&A 10min)

15:15-15:30

Break (15 minutes)

15:30-16:30

Lecture 2: Gamini Wijesuriya
“From Maritime Hub to Cultural Hub: Influence and Transformation of Rituals
and Religious Practices in Sri Lanka” (50 min, Q&A 10min)

16:30-17:30

Lecture 3: Christophe Sand
“Case studies on the long history of maritime networks, changing rituals and
evolution of beliefs in the Pacific Islands” (50 min, Q&A 10min)

[Day 2: Sunday, December 22, 2024]

10:00-11:00

Lecture 4: Fabio Rambelli
“Sea, Islands, Kami, and Buddhas: Japanese Religions and the Impact of
International Exchanges” (50 min, Q&A 10min)

11:00-12:00

Lecture 5: Ishimura Tomo
“Okinoshima Island in the context of the maritime network around the Japanese
Archipelago” (50 min, Q&A 10min)

12:00-13:30

Lunch break (90 min.)

13:30-15:00

Discussion “Maritime Networks - Exchange and Changes in Rituals and
Beliefs”

1. Comment 1: Mizoguchi Koji (15min)

2. Comment 2: Sasou Mamoru (15 min)

3. Discussion 1 (60min)

15:00-15:15

Break (15 minutes)

15:15-16:55

4. Comment 3: Tanaka Fumio (15 min)
5. Comment 4: Akimichi Tomoya (15 min)
6. Discussion 2 (70min)

16:55-17:00

Closing (concludes at 17:00)
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Maritime navigation, exchange and religion in ancient East Asia: Particularly from
the perspective of navigation and exchange

SATO Makoto

Introduction

The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites
in the Munakata Region was inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 2017. At the time of inscription,
the evaluation of the International Council on Monuments
and Sites (ICOMOS) was different to the content of the
nomination submitted by Japan, instead recommending
that inscription should be limited to only the island of
Okinoshima and its three attendant reefs. However,
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee recognized
Nakatsu-miya on Oshima, Hetsu-miya, Munakata Taisha
on the Kyushu mainland (Tajima, Munakata City), and
the Shimbaru-Nuyama Mounded Tomb Group (Fukutsu
City) as all constituting an integral part of the property,
and approved the inscription in accordance with the
nomination document submitted by Japan. Though, the
Committee called for further work to be done relating
to the property, in particular that, “Continuing and
expanding research programmes on maritime exchanges,
navigation and related cultural and ritual practices within
the State Party and its neighbouring countries.”

In order to respond to the observations and recommendations
for additional study set out by the Committee, the
Preservation and Ultilization Council of “Sacred Island
of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata
Region,” comprised of the organizations responsible for
the preservation and management, and presentation and
utilization of the property, namely Fukuoka Prefecture,
Munakata City, Fukutsu City, and Munakata Taisha,
decided to implement a special research project concerning
“Maritime Navigation, Exchange and Religion in Ancient

East Asia.”

I. Implementation of the Special Research

Project

In order to respond to the recommendation set out by the
UNESCO World Heritage Committee at the time of the
Property’s inscription, that, “Continuing and expanding
research programmes on maritime exchanges, navigation
and related cultural and ritual practices within the State
Party and its neighbouring countries,” the Special
Research Project on “Maritime Navigation, Exchange
and Religion in Ancient East Asia” was initiated.

The specific research topics were “maritime
navigation,”
of faith,” reflecting the observations of the ICOMOS
recommendations. Project researchers were invited from

Japan, China, Korea, the Netherlands, the U.S., each

“exchanges,” “rituals,” and ‘“continuity

of whom are experts in the abovementioned fields, to
conduct thematic research. Three international review
meetings and an international symposium on the Special
Research Project were also held, relating to the Sacred
Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
Munakata Region. In these meetings, the members of the
Advisory Committee of the Preservation and Utilization
Council and invited researchers of the Special Research
Project were joined by other specialist researchers from
Japan, the Netherlands and other countries, which helped
to develop a multifaceted study from an even broader
perspective. Members of the Advisory Committee and
researchers of the Special Research Project also engaged
in visits and surveys of various related sites, including
those in China, the Republic of Korea, and Japan (Noto
and Tsushima), which provided useful insights into the
research topic.

The Special Research Project was initially planned to
be implemented over a three-year period from 2018

to 2020, but the global pandemic had a major adverse



impact on study and research, with the result that the
project was extended to the end of fiscal 2022 (end
of March 2023). The presentations and reports from
the international review meetings, public lectures and
symposium are all publicly available on the Preservation
and Utilization Council website, both in summarized
written form together with videos of presentations. The
Special Research Project Outcomes Report Meeting held
on March 12, 2023, also included a panel discussion in
addition to reports, titled, “New Horizons for Research
on Okinoshima: Looking back on five years of study.” It
is through these various meetings and media that we seek
to present an overall view of this project, and elucidate

future challenges.

II. Research outcomes of the Special
Research Project

Aiming to realize the inscription on the World Heritage
list of the Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated
Sites in the Munakata Region, in order to demonstrate
the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) from a globally-
oriented and human perspective, the forerunner of the
Preservation and Utilization Council, the World Heritage
Promotion Committee of “Okinoshima Island and Related
Sites in the Munakata Region” worked over a three-
year period from 2010 to 2012 to conduct commissioned
research on the value of the property, requesting the
cooperation and insight of 31 appropriately qualified
researchers from Japan and overseas.

Research was conducted to re-assess the historical value
of Munakata and Okinoshima from a global historical
perspective and at a contemporary academic level.
Previously, the outcomes of the excavations of the
Okinoshima ritual sites, which were conducted from
1954 with the support of the Munakata Shrine Revival
Association, were compiled into two large and wide-
ranging reports: Okinoshima: Ritual Sites of Okitsu-
Miya, Munakata Shrine, and Okinoshima: Ritual Sites
of Okitsu-Miya, Munakata Shrine, Part II, Munakata

Okinoshima Archeological research (1969-1971) of
religious sites on Okinoshima, Divine Island in Genkai-
nada Sea, Munakata Shrine Revival Association,
(Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 1958,1961 and 1979). Since then
all subsequent research had been conducted in accordance
with the outcomes of those esteemed and outstanding
research reports.

The 80,000 ritual items excavated from the ancient
ritual sites on Okinoshima were designated as important
cultural properties in 1959 in view of their historical,
cultural and academic importance, and in 1962 they
were collectively designated as a national treasure,
“Excavated Items from Okitsu-miya, Munakata Taisha,
Fukuoka Prefecture.” The precincts of Munakata Taisha,
comprising Okitsu-miya on Okinoshima, Nakatsu-miya
on Oshima, and Hetsu-miya (Munakata Taisha) in Tajima
on mainland Kyushu, were designated as the historic
site of “Munakata Taisha Shrine Precincts” in 1971. In
addition, the entire forest covering Okinoshima itself had
already been designated as a Natural Monument known
as “Okinoshima Primeval Forest” in 1926.

Subsequently, various initiatives were undertaken to
disseminate the outcomes of research on Okinoshima to
a wider audience, including the Munakata Okinoshima
Exhibition co-organized by the Idemitsu Museum of
Arts and the Munakata Shrine Revival Association in
1977, and a book targeting the general public by YUBA
Tomonori, The Shosoin of the Sea: Munakata Okinoshima,
(Heibonsha, 1979). However, it may well be that the
outcomes of the initial reports may have been simply
overwhelming in their scope, because thereafter research
on Okinoshima did not develop in any novel direction
thereafter. Deserving of special mention, however, is
INOUE Mitsusada, who, in his retirement year lecture at
the University of Tokyo, discussed the Okinoshima ritual
site and artifacts, compiling his findings in Nihon kodai
no oken to saishi [Ancient Japanese Kingship and Ritual],
(University of Tokyo Press, 1984), and also the fact that
an exhibition room of the National Museum of Japanese

History was used to exhibit the Okinoshima ritual site



and other artifacts using a full-sized replica. In a museum
setting where visitors can gain a comprehensive overview
of Japanese history, this exhibition accorded historical
significance to the ritual sites of Okinoshima.

However, we had not seen young researchers working
on new studies on Okinoshima’s ritual sites and their
place in ancient rituals for a long time. On the other
hand, Japanese archaeology has also made great progress
over the subsequent half-century, and the excavation
of many ritual sites and artifacts has developed anew,
with Shinto archaeological studies having come to be
called ritual archaeological studies. In addition, there
have also been many new developments in Japanese
historiography relating to Shinto festivals and rituals in
ancient history. Theoretical and religious studies of faith
and festivals have also been greatly developed. Given
that we stand on the cusp of a new stage for academic
research in this area, the intention was to examine the
ritual sites of Okinoshima not only from a Japanese
perspective, but also from a global perspective. The many
new findings and research outcomes that have emerged
as a result of the commissioned research at the time of
the World Heritage nomination dossier submission, and
also as a result of this Special Research Project following
inscription as the World Heritage Site, have brought
about significant developments in studies relating to

Okinoshima.

II1. Other studies, research outcomes and
their dissemination

Separately from the Special Research Project, various
studies and research relating to Munakata and
Okinoshima are being implemented from different
perspectives. The recording, investigation, and research of
the current status of various historical sites and artifacts
as the World Heritage Site and also as Japanese historical
sites or national treasures are also being pursued from the
standpoint of the respective cultural property managers.

For example, the current status of the Okinoshima ritual

sites are being monitored as a World Heritage site by
Munakata City, Fukuoka Prefecture, Munakata Taisha,
and others, and records are being made through ongoing
observation, understanding, and evaluation of the
current status. Through such studies, the actual burden
and impact on the archaeological sites caused by the
streaked shearwater and natural disasters, etc., are being
checked and monitored. In addition, the Shimpo-kan
Museum of Munakata Taisha is also engaged in diligent
efforts to preserve and manage the Okinoshima ritual
objects that have been designated as national treasures.
Detailed surveys of their current condition and the need
for restoration are being conducted by Munakata Taisha,
with the cooperation of the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage, Fukuoka
Prefecture, and experts in archaeology and conservation.
Furthermore, at the Shimbaru-Nuyama Mounded Tomb
Group in Fukutsu City, which is a constituent component
of the World Heritage property, excavation surveys to
obtain data for site maintenance and disaster restoration
are being conducted by Fukutsu City on an ongoing basis.
These are beginning to clarify the specific shape, extent,
and structure of some of the tumuli within the mounded
tomb group.

The Preservation and Utilization Council publishes
a journal called Okinoshima Research Monograph
(currently Vol. 10), which features papers related to
research and surveys by relevant specialists, curators and
researchers from Fukuoka Prefecture, Munakata City,
Fukutsu City and Munakata Taisha, who comprise the
membership of the Council. The contents of Okinoshima
Research Monograph are also publicly available on the
Council’s website.

On the Council’s website it is also possible to view the
research outcomes and report of the Special Research
Project noted above, as well as the details of symposia,
lectures and courses held to date. What is more,
Okinoshima Research journal is also available as part
of the digital archive. The website features contents

targeting the general public and children, including



introductions to the property and pictures showing its
current status. These are designed to be accessible and
enjoyable for everyone to learn about the World Heritage

Site. Please take a look if you have the opportunity.

IV. Initiatives for the Second-Term Special

Research Project

Based on the research outcomes of the First-Term
Special Research Project, we can say that the remaining
issues include the following: (1) a review of regional
exchanges through maritime navigation in the Asia
Pacific region and within the Japanese archipelago, (2)
an extensive review of maritime faith from the
viewpoint of theology and mythology, (3) and a review
of rituals and exchanges involving Munakata and
Okinoshima, including the Middle and Early Modern
period.

In the Second-Term Special Research Project,
conducted from 2024 to 2028, we will pursue these
points and work to elucidate the rituals and faith of
Munakata and their significance in human history.

The research and study activities are planned for the
first three years of the project. In the first and second
years, we will seek to reveal the significance of the
Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
Munakata Region from a global historical perspective,
conducting studies of the transitions of exchanges,
rituals and belief in the sea, as well as of changes in
rituals and beliefs during the national formation process
from the viewpoints of theology and mythology.
Meanwhile, the National Treasure Subcommittee and
the Regional History Subcommittee have been
established. These committees will work on further
research and study, reexamining the offerings and the
historical changes of the Munakata region following the
results of the First-Term Research Project.

In the third year, by integrating the outcomes of the
aforementioned research and study and the review

results to be presented at the international review

meetings, we will seek to summarize the Second-Term
Special Research Project and offer responses to the
requests for more information regarding the World
Heritage Site of Munakata and Okinoshima.

In light of the above, the theme of the first international
review meeting, to be held in December 2024, is
“Maritime Network — Changes in Exchanges, Rituals and
Faith.” We will examine selected features of the
exchanges that continued to influence rituals for many
generations, as we have seen in Munakata and
Okinoshima.

We would like to draw comparisons with similar
activities abroad, where rituals and beliefs have
transformed over centuries of maritime exchanges. We
will pursue a comparative study with cases in Europe and
the Asia Pacific islands and deepen our understanding of
the characters, significance and positioning of Munakata
and Okinoshima by considering the changes in rituals

and beliefs throughout the entire Japanese archipelago.

Conclusion: Issues remaining for the future

In the intervening time since the inscription of the
Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites
in the Munakata Region in 2017, in accordance with
the recommendation of the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee that, up until fiscal year 2023 a great deal of
time and effort has been expended on related research.

In the Special Research Project advanced predominantly by
the Preservation and Utilization Council, researchers from
Japan and overseas were commissioned as appropriate to
conduct field surveys and elucidate new research results
from various perspectives and in an interdisciplinary
manner. The outcomes of research on ancient maritime
navigation, exchanges, rituals, and beliefs as seen in
relation to Okinoshima were discussed internationally
with related researchers in Japan and overseas at the
international review meetings in 2018-2022. After a
general review meeting in 2022, we have been able to
summarize the results in a final report in 2023.

In addition, basic surveys and research on the conservation,



management, restoration, utilization, and dissemination
of each component asset and historic site, etc., have
also produced steady results. These studies and research
outcomes have accordingly served to raise the historical
and cultural value of the Sacred Island of Okinoshima

and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region for the

world and humanity.

The outcomes of this Special Research Project are heard
to be highly evaluated by UNESCO. The project thus
adeptly underscores the critical importance of ensuring
that the act of inscription itself is not an end in and of
itself, but rather that endeavors continue to be made to
clarify and further enhance the value of World Heritage
Sites following inscription.

Incidentally, although this project has achieved
significant results, it is of course not the end to efforts to
elucidate the historical value of the World Heritage
Sites. There is still ample room to pursue the issues
highlighted by UNESCO. Research and surveys for the
conservation, management, restoration, utilization, and
dissemination of archaeological sites and artifacts
also need to be continued. Based on this project,
further efforts to elucidate and enhance the value of
the World Heritage Site should be continued and
expanded. It could well be said that a new next stage for
research projects and the dissemination of their
outcomes is now expected.

In addition, the establishment of an organization akin
to a “World Heritage Center” that would bring together
the national government, prefectures, cities, Munakata
Taisha, local communities, and the public and private
sectors is also being proposed and considered to
serve as a base for such research and study projects, and
to provide guidance on the World Heritage Site, and the
dissemination of its value. We hope for cooperation and
support from various sources in our ongoing efforts to
set a future course that will further improve and enhance

prospects for the World Heritage Sites.
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The Historical Trajectory of the Functions of the Okinoshima Ritual:
An Examination of Maritime Navigation, Exchange, and Religion
in the Ancient East Asia Through the Lens of Rituals and Religious Beliefs

Mizoguchi Koji  Kyushu University

The 1% Special Research Project was held on the Sacred
Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
Munakata Region, and other related World Heritage sites,
with the aim of deepening understanding, through a wide
range of specialist and in-depth discussion, about the
history, function, and historical context of the Okinoshima
rituals, or in other words, their role in the broader
archipelagic and East Asian historical context. This
symposium also referred to the global significance and
importance of continuing to engage in research on
Okinoshima and associated sites as a World Heritage
property and deepen understanding about it. Here I would
like to attempt to summarize the main findings in the
following three points, also incorporating my personal
views as an additional “auxiliary line” towards further
deepening research, as well as to touch on prospects for
future research (For more information about the specific
details and basis for my personal views, see:
MIZOGUCHI, Koji, “Okinoshima saishi no kino to
henyo: Kodai higashi Ajia no kokai-koryu ni okeru saishi-
shinko he no approchi no kanten kara” [*“Functions of and
Changes in the Rituals of Okinoshima: From the
Perspective of Approaches to Rituals and Beliefs in
Ancient East Asian Voyages and Exchanges”], in Sacred
Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
Munakata Region Special Research Project Report, (ed.,
Preservation and Ultilization Council of “Sacred Island of

Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata
Region”), 2023, pp. 165-178).

Firstly, the special research project has helped to coalesce
a certain perspective pertaining to the question of why

large-scale ritual activities were initiated on Okinoshima
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from the late 4th to the end of the 9th centuries. The reports
and discussions at the symposium made it clear that the
formation and development of a network horizon known
as “Wa” (Wakoku or Japan), in the China-centric world
order of the time was closely related to the initiation of
Okinoshima rituals in the “early state formation stage” of
society on the Japanese archipelago, as part of a historical
process of increasing social complexity and broadening.
This

interdependent and mutually- reproducing system between

network horizon constituted a mutually
the central government in the Kinki region and regional
chiefdoms. It was characterized by the Kinki central polity
establishing a position of leadership in negotiations with
polities on the Korean Peninsula and Imperial China, and
then maintaining this preeminent position through the
distribution to the regional chiefdoms of various
authoritative, symbolic, and distributive goods that had
been acquired through these continental interactions. It is
important to note that such interactions and negotiations
would have been supported by a variety of maritime
voyages and related technologies, as introduced in the
Akimichi article, and that there would have been a category
of people professionally involved in voyages and trading,
who engaged directly in these interactions with overseas
counterparts, as noted in the Woo article. In order to control
the sharing of technology and the behavior of traders while
allowing them a certain degree of freedom, as well as to
sustain stable networks for the widespread distribution and
circulation of goods, it was necessary to have an overall
network order and a “transcendental normative reference
point” to support it, capable of transcending the
relationships among connected individual polities that

functioned as the components within the network. The



“transcendental existence” of the “body of the chief,”
constituted and realized through the burial of the deceased
chief in a burial mound based on certain stipulated rules
constitutes the formation of just such a “reference point,”
and I believe that a similar background and mechanisms
are involved in the creation of “personal gods” that became
the object of rituals at the boundaries and key locations
within the network horizon (Okinoshima being one such
key location). From this perspective, fleshing out further
details about the historical background and mechanisms by
which “personal gods” were generated, as described in the
Saso article, adds a direction for historical interpretation of
the cognitive archaeological explanations pertaining to the
mechanisms that gave rise to “personal gods,” as also

described in the article.

Secondly, in terms of the “specific details of the meaning
and function of the Okinoshima rituals,” what became
particularly clear through the Special Research Project was
the response and handling by “Wa” (and subsequently
Japan) of the various risks involved in maintaining the
network horizon were necessary for the continuation of the
“Wa” polity, namely, the risk of crossing the Tsushima
Strait itself, the risk posed by the political situation on the
Korean Peninsula and its various upheavals, and behind all
those risks, the risk posed by socio-political and -economic
changes that took place in Imperial China, were the
underlying factors that specifically defined the meaning
and function of the rituals. The destabilization of relations
with polities on the Korean Peninsula due to Goguryeo’s
southern expansionist policy, and the frequency of conflict
were the major risks that threatened the survival of the
network horizon as “Wa.” Also, for the federation of
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chiefdoms that comprised a” (or the Yamato
Kingship/Paramount-Chieftainship), and also for the local
chiefdoms that were involved in various ways in mutual
negotiations with the peninsula polities, the question of
how to deal with the situation became a major issue that
constituted a matter of survival. As considered in great

detail in the articles by Woo, Takata and Tanaka, that
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process involved a diverse range of political and strategic
choices and actions. It is my belief that the rituals of
Okinoshima may have been performed as a conceptual and
symbolic expression and mediation of such actions, and
that the actual practice was not necessarily performed on a
regular basis, but may rather have been performed as an
“event intended to ensure the survival of the entire polity
of ‘Wa’ which was in the incipient stages of state
formation,” when a conceptual and symbolic response to
the increased risks described above came to be of particular
and imminent necessity. In that sense, in contrast to the
regular observation and practice of (ancient state) rituals
(the rituals of “Ritsuryo system Japan™) from the eighth
century onwards and their prescribed and formulated
contents, the contents of the ritual sites dating to before the
seventh century and the assemblage of ritual tools,
implements and votive objects excavated from such sites
may reflect the specific details of the risks inherent to each
ritual occasion, and the specific historical circumstances,
including what was planned and prayed for on each ritual
occasion. As presented in the Takata article, reconstruction
of individual ritual episodes at the Jungmak-dong ritual site
in Korea, based on the detailed investigation of the contents
of the excavated artifact assemblages, will undoubtedly
provide a great source of reference when advancing further

studies on this particular topic.

Thirdly, from the above considerations it has become
apparent that Okinoshima rituals were positioned on the
boundary of the internal and homogeneous (or
homogenization being aspired to as the ideal) domain of
governance of “Wa / Japan,” and functioned as a place for
the expeditious and intensive handling of risks threatening
the very existence and security of the network horizon of
‘Wa,” and later Japan. As a part of the “boundary ritual”
function of such a polity, the main risks that the
Okinoshima rituals addressed and handled were political
risks (including the risk of war as the most expeditious
means of resolving political conflicts) arising from

negotiations with the polities on the Korean Peninsula (and



Imperial China) as mentioned. However, I would surmise
that right from their inception, rituals and functions to pray
for the “peace and security of the entire territory” of the
network horizon of “Wa” and later “Japan” were also
incorporated. In that sense, the unification of the Korean
Peninsula by Silla brought to an end one of the historical
functions of the Okinoshima rituals, namely “responding
to and handling the risk of negotiations with foreign
powers,” and with the development of institutional and
transportation structures within the national territory of
“Japan,” their function transitioned to become “integrated
risk response and handing for the entire national territory.”
It could therefore be said to be a logical progression that
the actual implementation of the rituals themselves would
ultimately come to an end. In other words, the risks that the
rituals sought to respond to and handle transitioned from
risks arising from the political situation and developments
in Imperial China and on the Korean Peninsula, to
maintenance of the security of national territory as “Japan.”
In this case, I would hypothesize that Buddhism, as a world
religion that is based on a unified worldview and the
functional requirement of overcoming risks that are
universally and generally present in everyday life, became
more functionally compatible with prayers for the peace
and tranquility of a national polity, the ideological premise
of which was internal homogeneity, in contrast to the
“Ritsuryo rituals” as a system comprised of prayers to
diverse personal gods. By the 10th century the “Ritsuryo”-
style rituals of Okinoshima would ultimately peter out, and
as the Saso article notes, one of the factors behind this
demise was the shift from rituals for dealing with specific
politico- economic risks to rituals for the maintenance of
the well- being of national territory, the latter better served
by Buddhism as a world religion. There is a growing need
to engage in specific and multifaceted examination of what
occurred from the 11th century onwards, when the internal
homogeneity of the ancient state collapsed and the focus
shifted from the late antiquity to a medieval state, and to
what degree the ritualistic activities that shifted in focus to
Munakata Shrine inherited aspects from the Okinoshima
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rituals and what was changed in the course of transition.

As described above, the findings presented in this Special
Research Project have significantly deepened our
understanding not only of the Okinoshima rituals, but also
about a wide range of research topics, including the origins
of Shinto, its interrelationship with Buddhism, and its
specific relationship with historical processes in East Asia.
Furthermore, in the process of analysis and consideration,
other previously unconsidered or unapparent topics for
study have also emerged. The fact that many of these topics
for study transcend the frameworks of Japanese and East
Asian history and are directly interrelated with
comparative research on the co- transformation and co-
evolution of global state formation and religion could well
be said to be one of the most significant outcomes of this
symposium. It is my sincere hope that the Sacred Island of
Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region
Special Research Project, the results of which were
summarized and reported in this research, will continue to
develop and deepen our understanding and appreciation of
history not only in the Japanese context, but in the broader
East Asian context and even on a global scale,
encompassing the ancient world to the present, and that the
new questions raised by this project will in due course of
time be answered and further outcomes produced that will

contribute to creating a better modern society and world.
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Changing beliefs through the influence of exchange in Early Medieval East

Anglia UK

Simon Kaner

Introduction

Inspired by the comparative international research
undertaken for the inscription of the Sacred Island of
Okinoshima and the Associated Sites of the Munakata
Region as UNESCO World Heritage in 2017, since
2016 we have developed a major new research initiative,
Nara to Norwich: art and belief at the ends of the Silk
Roads, exploring comparative perspectives in the study
of the arrival of new religions in Korea and Japan, and
around the North Sea (Buddhism and Christianity
respectively) during the later 1% millennium CE. The
project has resulted in the establishment of a new
international research network which has held
workshops in Japan, Korea, Turkey, Sweden and the
UK, exhibition

www.naratonorwich.org, exhibitions and interventions

an innovative online

in Norwich, and involvement in current major
exhibitions about the Silk Roads at the British Museum
and the British Library. The project is currently
considering a new direction, focusing on the maritime
Silk Roads, linking the Japanese archipelago with
Korea, coastal China, southeast Asia, the Indian
subcontinent, and on towards the Persian Gulf, the

Mediterranean and into Europe.

Changes in burial practice

One significant focus of our Nara to Norwich project
has been changes in burial practices at this time, and
understanding how the arrival of new religious ideas
impacted on these. In the UK we have focused on early

Medieval burials of Saxon kings and princes such as at
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Sutton Hoo and Prittlewell in the east of England. The
author published a paper on related themes in 2018 in
Kikan Kokogaku.

Burials of the Early Medieval period in East Anglia take
various forms, including cremation, inhumation, burial
beneath mounds and, perhaps most famously, burials in
ships, as at Sutton Hoo. Cremation was especially
common in the early part of the period (5™-7" centuries),
with inhumation becoming increasingly common in the
8" and 9" centuries, once Christianity had become
established. Burials were often furnished with grave
goods and were arranged in cemeteries. Grave goods in
particular show the influence of trade and exchange in
the context of changing beliefs. The re-appearance of
Christianity, following its initial introduction and
disappearance during the Roman period (43-410 CE),
dates to the 6™ century CE, when St Felix arrived in East
Anglia from France. Although written sources for this
period are limited (including the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle and Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the
English People), they do provide glimpses of the
processes and networks that existed at this time,
connecting Early Medieval East Anglia to a much wider
world.

The Nara to Norwich project has been researching these
connections, which have long been recognised, in
particular through the analysis of the provenance of
items from rich burials including the royal ship burials
at Sutton Hoo. In this paper I will introduce four sites
which have greatly added to our understanding of burial
practices in East Anglia in the Early Medieval period,
and how these practices changed in the context of the

arrival of new beliefs and the fostering of long-distance



trade and exchange networks: Spong Hill; Great
Ryburgh, Prittlewell and Rendlesham.

Spong Hill is the largest pagan Saxon cemetery in
England. Burial urns were first reported in 1711, with
over 150 being recorded prior to the large-scale
excavations undertaken from 1972-1981 by Dr
Catherine Hills of the University of Cambridge. It is
now known that the cemetery was used for about 150
years, with 2500-3000 people buried there. The
cemetery was probably used by several local
communities. An associated settlement with both post-
built and at least 7 sunken-floored (pit house) structures
was located on an adjacent hill. This settlement was
abandoned by 600 CE. It had evidence for weaving
(loom weights), and various other crafts, including the
working of leather, bone and metal, and farming. A total
of 2259 cremations were recorded, along with 57
inhumations, some covered by small mounds. Grave
goods included bronze brooches (including some of
continental style), glass beads, gaming pieces and bone
rings, including some items of elephant ivory, again
indicating an extensive trade and exchange network.
One group of 20 burial urns appears to have been buried
at one time, and one chamber grave had three further
inhumations aligned upon it. The best known find was
a pottery urn lid bearing a seated human figure, 14.3
cms tall. This very rare example of Early Medieval
sculpture was found down a rabbit hole on the site.

In April 2016, at nearby Great Ryburgh, excavations
by the Museum of London Archaeology Service
uncovered an exceptionally well-preserved cemetery
dating to the 7M-9" centuries CE (or Middle Saxon
period). Traces of a small wooden building are thought
to be the very rare remains of a very early Christian
church. 6 plank-lined coffins and 81 treetrunk coffins
(made of whole treetrunks) were found at the site, close
to an important river crossing. The high water level at
the site resulted in excellent preservation of the wood.
Many of the graves had wooden grave markers, the

graves were aligned east-west, and there were no grave
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goods: all indicating this was a Christian cemetery.
While treetrunk coffins are known from other sites in
the UK and the European continent, this was the first
time that they were excavated under modern
archaeological conditions.

In 2003, on the junction of a busy road, a burial mound
was excavated which turned out to be the most
important Early Medieval burial from East Anglia in
recent years. Prittlewell is on the edge of the coastal city
of Southend-on-Sea. The remains of a large rectangular
wooden burial chamber contained traces of an
impressive wooden coffin, made of ash, complete with
high-status iron fittings. 2.25m long, 0.85m wide and
0.5m high, and originally weighing 160 kg, it was the
grave of a prince buried along with a rich set of grave
goods, many of which were evidence for long-
distance trade and exchange, probably within a religious
context. Two small gold foil crosses were found near the
head, and are thought to have been placed on the
deceased’s eyes. A copper flagon with images of St
Sergius came from Syria, in particular the Christian
pilgrimage centre of Resafa. A copper basin and silver
spoons bearing the names of several previous owners
were also from the Eastern Mediterranean. Remains of
a lyre included garnets from South Asia, possibly Sri
Lanka. Gold coins from France indicated links with the
Merovingian kingdoms on the continent. Many of the
grave goods indicated a princely burial: these included
an elaborate gold belt buckle; a unique (in Britain)
folding iron stool with a leather seat, probably for
ceremonial purposes; a fine iron sword wrapped in
textiles and other weaponry including a shield, spears
and arrows; materials for feasting, including drinking
horns; a four-footed iron candlestand and a gaming
board with 57 whalebone gaming pieces. The burial is
dated to 575-605 CE by AMS dating of one of the
drinking horns and a small wooden cup.

Community excavations and metal-detecting have
resulted in the discovery of an exceptional Early

Medieval royal centre at Rendelsham, 8 kilometres



north of the famous royal burial ground of Sutton Hoo.
This site has produced evidence for the economic
networks which bound FEast Anglia to continental
Europe and beyond. And, as the probable site of the
conversion of the Saxon king Raedwald (died 625 CE
and most likely the incumbent of the largest ship burial
at Sutton Hoo), described by Bede, Rendelsham is also
deeply implicated in the process of changing beliefs:
from pagan to Christian. The settlement, thought to
have a permanent population of about 200, covered
about 50 hectares, including a 12-15 hectare ditch-
enclosed eliet compound with a possible 1400 year-old
temple and a number of ‘great halls’. It is thought that
the King would visit on a regular basis, when markets
and other activities took place and the population
greatly increased on a temporary basis. Over 100,000

objects were recovered through metal-detecting.

Conclusion

These four sites demonstrate how material culture from
the European continent and eastern Mediterranean
played an important role in both changing beliefs, with
the adoption of Christianity, and in exchange networks
that linked Early Medieval East Anglia with the wider

world.
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From Maritime Hub to Cultural Hub: Influence and Transformation of
Rituals and Religious Practices in Sri Lanka

Gamini Wijesuriya

Sri Lanka, an island strategically located in the Indian Ocean, has long been a maritime hub, serving as a key
transit point along ancient maritime routes. Due to its central position, the island attracted a wide variety of
maritime travelers, including traders, explorers, and religious pilgrims from both the East and the West. These
travelers, while seeking blessings and safety, brought with them not only goods but also religious beliefs and rituals.
They also engaged in local practices to ensure their safety and paid homage to local traditions and sacred places.
These influences profoundly shaped the country, transforming it into a cultural hub with diverse religions and
associated rituals and practices. These have also extended beyond Sri Lanka.

This paper intends to explore the influence of maritime travel on the development and transformation of rituals
and religious practices in Sri Lanka. I argue that the maritime travelers or their activities played a critical role in
shaping Sri Lanka’s ritualistic landscape, and belief systems as well as utilization of local traditions and sacred
places to seek safety and blessings for maritime movements. We focus on examining the influence of rituals and
religious traditions, ranging from the arrival of Buddhism from India in the 3rd century BC to the era of Chinese,
Arab, and European interactions. Through this inquiry, we aim to explore how these practices adapted and spread,

transforming the ritualistic landscape of the island and beyond.

1. Introduction This paper intends to explore the influence of maritime

travel on the development and transformation of rituals and
Sri Lanka's strategic location at the crossroads of major sea religious practices in Sri Lanka. I argue that the maritime
routes made it an essential stopover for ancient seafarers. travellers or their activities played a critical role in shaping

From as early as the 3rd century BC, the island was Sri Lanka’s ritualistic landscape, and belief systems as well

frequented by Indian travelers, Chinese navigators, Arab as utilization of local traditions and sacred places to seek
merchants, and later, European colonizers. These visitors safety and blessings for maritime movements.

not only engaged in commerce but also took part in cultural We focus on examining the influence of rituals and
and religious exchanges, leaving lasting marks on the religious traditions, range from the arrival of Buddhism
island. from India in the 3rd century BC to the era of Chinese,
Before the arrival of foreign influences, the religious Arab, and European interactions. Through this inquiry, we
landscape of Sri Lanka was characterized by indigenous aim to explore how these practices adapted and spread,
practices, including animism, ancestor worship, and tree transforming the ritualistic landscape of the island and
worship. As foreign visitors arrived, they brought their own beyond. The paper will discuss the introduction of new
beliefs, which gradually merged with local customs, rituals and the transformation of existing practices and
creating a dynamic and evolving religious environment. present several case study sites to support this. After a

Certain influences, such as the arrival of Buddhism, brief discussion of the diffusion of rituals beyond Sri Lanka,
profoundly transformed the country, giving rise to a new I will make some concluding remarks.

civilization.
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Rituals
Transformation of Existing Practices

2. Introduction of New and

a. Arrival of Buddhism

In the 3rd century BC, Emperor Asoka sent messages of
the Buddha to Sri Lanka through a monk who was also his
son. This introduced a variety of new rituals and practices
associated with Buddhism, which stood in stark contrast to
the existing traditions. This event marked the formal
introduction of Theravada Buddhism to the island, a
tradition that continues to thrive today. The spread of these
practices led to a transformation across the country,
including the establishment of magnificent monastic
traditions and architectural achievements.

The arrival of Buddhism also signaled the beginning of
broader religious exchanges via maritime routes. Indeed,

two notable follow-up exchanges are worth mentioning.

b.  Arrival of the Sacred Bodhi Tree (3rd Century BC)
The arrival of the sacred Bodhi tree from India in the 3rd
century BC marked a turning point in the religious history
of Sri Lanka. The tree, a sapling of the original Bodhi tree
under which the Buddha attained enlightenment, was
brought by the Buddhist missionary Sangamitta, the
daughter of Emperor Asoka. From that point on, the Bodhi
tree and its associated rituals became an essential feature of
Buddhist monasteries throughout the country, starting in
the 3rd century BC.

Ritualistic practices related to the Bodhi tree, such as
offerings, lighting oil lamps, and performing Puja
ceremonies, became integral to Sri Lankan Buddhism and
to the daily lives of its people. Originally centered in
Anuradhapura, these rituals gradually spread to other parts
of the island. Today, the Bodhi tree remains one of the key
attributes of the Sacred City of Anuradhapura, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

C. Arrival of the Sacred Tooth Relic of the Lord Buddha.
In the 5th century CE, the sacred tooth relic, which was

under the custody of the regional ruler of the Kalinga
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province in India, was transferred to Sri Lanka, likely for
better protection. During this period, Sri Lanka was
flourishing in Buddhism under royal patronage. Since its
arrival, the sacred tooth relic has become the most revered
object of worship in the country, accompanied by a range
of rituals. The relic was safeguarded by the ruler in a
specially built edifice located next to the royal palace.
According to legend, possession of the relic signifies the
legitimacy of the ruler as the king of the country.

The relic is protected through a wide range of daily rituals,
as well as the annual pageant—one of the most
magnificent cultural events in the Asian region. This
annual practice has continued since the Sth century CE.
The temple housing the relic, along with its traditional
practices, is now a UNESCO World Heritage property.
Influence of Hindu Pilgrims  and South Indian Traders.
South Indian traders have been visiting Sri Lanka for
centuries, with the proximity of the Palk Strait facilitating
frequent interactions. These interactions led to the
establishment of Hindu temples along the coast. The
Koneswaram Temple in Trincomalee (16th-17th centuries
CE) and the Thiruketheeswaram Temple in Mannar are
notable examples. These temples became important
centers for Hindu rituals, including sea offerings and
prayers for safe journeys. The practice of offering flowers,
coconuts, and incense to ocean deities at these temples was
adopted by local communities, blending with existing
animistic traditions. Over time, these rituals became part of
the shared cultural fabric of the coastal regions, illustrating
the syncretic nature of religious practices influenced by
maritime connections.

The Upulvan Shrine in Devinuwara is another significant
site. God Upulvan was one of the most popular local deities,
and his main temple is located in Devinuwara
(Dewundara), in the deep south of Sri Lanka. There is
evidence that mariners paid homage to this temple, and the
shrine continues to be worshipped by both Hindu and

Buddhist communities.



e. Arab and Muslim Influence (8th Century Onwards).
From the 8th century onwards, Arab traders began
establishing settlements along the coastal regions of Sri
Lanka. As the Indian Ocean trade network expanded, the
influence of Islam grew, particularly in places like
Beruwala, Colombo, and Galle.

The establishment of mosques, such as the Kechimalai
Mosque in Beruwala, introduced new religious practices,
including Jumu'ah (Friday prayers) and special prayers for
sailors. Muslim traders often performed rituals before
embarking on voyages, seeking divine protection and safe
passage. These practices, centered around coastal mosques,
gradually integrated with local customs, shaping the
religious landscape of the island. The blending of Islamic
rituals with indigenous practices, such as offering prayers
to the ocean, highlights the cultural exchanges facilitated

by maritime travel.

f- Chinese Influence through Admiral Zheng He (15th
Century).

The expeditions of Chinese Admiral Zheng He in the early
15th century were among the most significant maritime
voyages of the time. Zheng He’s fleet, consisting of
hundreds of ships, made multiple stops in Sri Lanka,
strengthening diplomatic and cultural ties between China
and the island.

During Zheng He’s visits, offerings were made at local
temples, including the Devinuwara Vishnu Temple in the
southern province. The Chinese brought gifts and
performed rituals to honor local deities, seeking blessings
for their journey. These practices demonstrated respect for
local traditions while also introducing elements of Chinese
religious culture, such as ancestor worship and the
veneration of maritime deities. The interactions between
Chinese travelers and Sri Lankan communities further

enriched the island’s ritual landscape.

g. Colonial influence.
The first colonial power to enter Sri Lanka and rule the

maritime provinces was the Portuguese in 1505. One of
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their primary objectives was to spread Christianity, even
going so far as to destroy Buddhist temples in pursuit of
this goal. The second colonial power to arrive was the
Dutch, in 1656, whose main focus was trade. However,
they also promoted the spread of Christianity, although
their influence, like the Portuguese, was limited to the
maritime provinces. The British gained control of the entire
country in 1815 and continued to promote the rituals and
practices of Western religions, which became heavily

integrated into the lives of the local people.

3. Studies of Ritual Sites and Practices

a. Sri Pada (Adam’s Peak)

Sri Pada, or Adam's Peak, is a unique pilgrimage site
revered by Buddhists since the 1st century BC and later
visited by Hindus, Muslims, and Christians. Situated in the
central highlands Wordl Heritage site, the mountain bears
a footprint-shaped impression believed to be that of the
Buddha.

Maritime travelers, particularly from Southeast Asia, often
included Sri Pada in their pilgrimage circuits. Rituals
performed at the site included offerings of flowers, incense,
and prayers, symbolizing the shared reverence across
different faiths. The multi-religious nature of the site
reflects the cultural syncretism that emerged through
centuries of maritime interactions.

A trilingual stone inscription, brought from China by
Zheng He and found in the southern part of the country,
refers to offerings made to Adam's Peak. The site was also
visited by the well-known Arab traveller Ibn Battuta in the
16th century.

b. Kataragama Shrine

The Kataragama Shrine, located in the southeastern region
of Sri Lanka, is a notable example of a multi-religious site
shaped by maritime travel. It is sacred to Buddhists, Hindus,
and Muslims alike. Pilgrims from India and Southeast Asia,
arriving via maritime routes, would visit Kataragama to

perform rituals, including fire-walking and offering fruits



and flowers.
The integration of Hindu, Buddhist, and Islamic practices
at Kataragama illustrates the fluidity of religious

boundaries fostered by maritime cultural exchanges.

¢. Munneswaram Temple

The Munneswaram Temple in the North Western Province
has a long history of association with maritime traditions.
The temple's rituals, particularly those involving sea
offerings, were influenced by South Indian traders and
pilgrims who arrived by boat.

These offerings, made to ocean deities to seek protection
for safe travel, became part of the practices of local fishing
communities, blending with Sri Lanka's indigenous beliefs

about the power of the sea.

4. Diffusion of Rituals Beyond Sri Lanka

The religious practices and rituals that evolved in Sri Lanka
did not remain confined to the island. Through the
movement of Buddhist and Hindu pilgrims, as well as
traders, many of these practices spread to Southeast Asia.
Rituals associated with the Bodhi tree, for instance,
became part of the Buddhist traditions in Myanmar,
Thailand, and Indonesia. Pilgrimages to Sri Lanka have

also evolved considerably over time.

5. Conclusions

The introduction and transformation of rituals in Sri Lanka
as a result of maritime travel demonstrate the dynamic
nature of cultural and religious exchange. The adaptation
and syncretism observed in these practices highlight the
island's position as a crossroads of diverse beliefs and
traditions. The shared ritualistic practices across different
faiths reflect a broader cultural pluralism shaped by
centuries of interactions between local communities and
foreign travellers.

These transformations also illustrate the role of coastal

communities as cultural mediators, preserving and
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adapting new rituals while maintaining a connection to
their maritime environment. The process of syncretism
allowed for the integration of foreign elements without
displacing existing traditions, resulting in a rich and diverse
religious landscape.

In conclusion, the influence of maritime travelers on Sri
Lanka’s rituals and religious practices has been profound
and enduring. From the arrival of Buddhism and the sacred
Bodhi tree to interactions with Hindu, Muslim, and
Chinese visitors, the island's cultural landscape has been
continually reshaped by external influences. The resulting
syncretic traditions not only transformed the ritual
practices of Sri Lanka but also spread to other regions,
contributing to a broader network of cultural exchange
along the maritime trade routes. Ultimately, Sri Lanka

evolved from a maritime hub into a cultural hub.
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Case studies on the long history of maritime networks, changing rituals and
evolution of beliefs in the Pacific Islands

Christophe SAND Senior Archaeologist of the New Caledonia Government. Senior Research Associate at
the French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD- Nouméa)

Abstract : This Lecture proposes to dive into the long history of belief adaptations and ritual’s transformations
experienced by Pacific Islanders over the course of the last three millennia. Nowhere else have these changes been
so dependent on maritime networks and long-distance connexions as in Oceania. In a “world of Islands” where
writing was introduced recently, most knowledge on the old religious traditions are only accessible through
indigenous oral traditions and the study or former religious sites. Starting with the data provided by archacological
analysis of 3000 years old Lapita remains in the South-west Pacific, I will highlight the progressive differentiation
between Melanesian and Polynesian belief systems, before focussing on the complexification of shrine-building
in Eastern Polynesia during the last millennium before European contact, with the spread of Marae structures.
Other examples across the region will be proposed, before highlighting the specific context of the rapid conversion
to Christian faiths in Oceania, linked to the spread of new and deadly diseases. The Lecture will conclude with the
present-day changes underway, in a Pacific region which claims its Traditional Cultural roots as a central element
of its future and addresses the challenge of finding new ways to properly promote a syncretic approach between

the Christian faiths and animistic beliefs.

Oceania, the « Sea of Islands », covers about one-third of discoverers, they had collectively to adapt their beliefs to
the Earth’s surface, but only about 5% of its extent in dotted unexplored landscapes and their potentially dangerous
with emerged lands. Although archaeological research has natural forces, associated to animistic symbolic approaches,
demonstrated the first human settlement of the Western in a region under exploration spreading 3000km.

part of the region tens of thousands of years ago by hunter-

gatherer communities, we know virtually nothing of the Over the succeeding two millennia, rituals around the
beliefs of the early inhabitants in Northern Melanesia. It is worship of ancestors were progressively modified in
only about 3000 years ago, with the arrival of new multiple ways in the Western Pacific. In Island Melanesia,
communities of Southeast Asian origin in the Southwest the extraordinary diversification of cultures and languages
Pacific, that the first reconstructions of rituals and did not allow to foster a coherent set of shared religious

associated symbolic beliefs can be proposed through figures, contrary to Western Polynesia, where a regional
archaeological analysis. These Austronesian settlers religious tradition around deified Ancestors like 7angaloa
produced intricately decorated pots, called Lapita, used for and Maui emerged. The archaeological data show that this
rituals - like burial items - and exchanged over long time-period saw a significant circulation of goods between
distances. These were part of a religious tradition centred the islands of the Polynesian Homeland (Fiji, Tonga,
on the veneration of Ancestors, with stylized Samoa), contributing to maintain ties between the shrines
representations of human faces imprinted on the surface of scattered across the region, where local figures of the pan-
Lapita pots. When these seafarers reached the limits of the Polynesian Deities were worshipped.

known World and entered ‘“Remote Oceania” as first
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A major change in ritual ceremonies was adopted by the
first Polynesian discoverers of the Islands in the Eastern
Pacific, in the centuries around AD 1000. In Central
Polynesia, they decided to materialize the ritual space
dedicated to the worship of the Gods, through the building
of a wall enclosing the sacred (7apu) compound, called
Marae in Central Polynesia. Only selected individuals
were allowed to enter this space, whose extremity was
assigned to be the place where the Gods would descend
into carved figures or planks, often placed on a raised
dedicated altar, the Ahu. At its emergence, this building
tradition of shrines was probably limited to only a few
Islands, and appear to have been centred on the God Maui,
who did overrun Tangaloa/Ia’aroa as the highest deity.
Over the course of a few centuries, these new religious
rituals and their associated worship layout spread across
the whole region, navigators from Tahiti being probably
responsible for its introduction to Hawaii a few generations
after the discovery of this archipelago. The navigation
networks across this vast region maintained the religious
tradition, but distance as well as specific landscape
constrains led to local adaptations. Where stone-carving
material was rare, most representations of Deities were
carved in wood, but in some Islands where soft Tuff was
vastly accessible, Polynesian carved numerous stone 7iki.
The most remarkable and large are the well-known Moai
of Easter Island, reaching over 50 tons for the tallest, but
the Marquesas Islands developed the greatest variety of

these carvings, with styles that changed over time.

The Warrior God Oro, whose importance emerged
probably in the 16th-17th century in Central Polynesia, can
exemplify regional influences and adoption of new Gods
over time in Oceania. In the course of a few generations,
the worship of Oro spread across the Society Islands in
Central Polynesia. A whole set of new rituals, dedicated
priestly corporations and a secret society (the Arioi) were
associated to Oro’s worshipping, its most significant
shrines being located at Opoa on Raiatea Island. The

central Marae of Taputapuatea, whose altar (Ahu) was
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built with immense coral slabs, was so sacred (7apu), that
it did not need to be surrounded by a wall. People from
sometimes thousands of kilometres away would come to
worship at Taputapuatea, bringing large stones from their
homeland as offerings. The shrine was also a major
knowledge and teaching centre, like a “Polynesian

University”.

During the second millennium AD, exchange networks
across Oceania varied. One of them led to the setting of
numerous West Polynesians on small Melanesian Islands,
introducing their religious beliefs and influencing local
worships. But the major change of the second part of this
millennium was the arrival of Europeans. From the 16®
Century onwards, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, British and
French boats sailed across this vast region, Jesuit priests
imposing Christian religion in the Mariana Islands as early
as the 17" century. But most of the Pacific Islanders were
the 19" Century, European

Missionaries relying in Melanesia on recently converted

Christianised ~during

Polynesian Teachers to spread the Word of God. This
massive change in beliefs across Oceania was made
possible above all by the development of numerous
epidemics, driven by European diseases introduced by the
sailors and missionaries. Islanders thought that the
Christian God was killing a great number of them “by
magic” (the epidemics) to show his power and that the only
way to prevent them from disappearing, was to join this
new religion. Christianity has led over the course of the last
two centuries, to a new boost in connexions between
archipelagos, religious encounters being for Pacific
Islanders one important opportunity to leave their
community and meet other Islanders in distant

Archipelagos.

While numerous missionaries and Pacific converts have
tried very hard to completely erase former religious
traditions and rituals, some of these have been passed down
from generation to generation in the remote communities,

and recorded by ethnographers. Since the end of the 20"



century, Oceania sees a revival of some of these rituals, on
old traditional shrines but also in churches and temples,
progressively finding new syncretic ways to influence
Christianity by introducing Cultural traits specific to the
Pacific into the beliefs. This is evidently a regional task,
where multiple influences, spread through meetings but
also social media, are reworked to fit local constrains and
customary obligations. The process of beliefs’ adaptations
initiated thousands of years ago in Oceania, is still

ongoing!
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Sea, Islands, Kami, and Buddhas:

Japanese Religions and the Impact of International Exchanges

Fabio Rambelli

This presentation discusses how interactions with foreign
cultures have shaped Japanese religions (their beliefs,
practices, and representations); [ will focus in particular on
Okinoshima and, more broadly, on Munakata and its
beliefs.

As we all know, Okinoshima is this precious jewel in the
middle of the sea between Japan and the Asian continent.
Over many centuries, seafarers stopped there and
deposited gifts, including many precious artifacts. Very
little is known about the motivations and the beliefs behind
these offerings, but making votive offerings before
beginning a difficult endeavor is a common practice, not
only in Japan but also in other religious traditions (and sea
travel was one of the most challenging endeavors in early
Japan). In fact, in the Catholic tradition, people make
votive offerings to saints to ask for help, and bring another
offering after they have received help—this seems to be

similar to what happened in Okinoshima.

At some point, this type of offerings began to decrease until
they ceased completely before the beginning of the
medieval period. This may be related to changes in sea
routes, in which Okinoshima was no longer a central spot,
but also, and more importantly, to changes in votive
practices. Numerous Buddhist texts report that seafaring
was an intrusive activity that disturbed sea divinities,
especially the dragon kings; sailors were often forced to
throw in the sea parts of, if not all, their precious cargo
(including Buddhist scriptures and objects) as a way to
placate the irate gods. This practice, which is already
mentioned in early Buddhist texts from India, points to an
international set of beliefs that entered Japan around the

eighth century and continued until recent times; this set of
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beliefs displaced the practice of leaving offerings on the

island and throwing them instead in the sea.

Here we see an example of the way in which local beliefs
and practices around Okinoshima were displaced by
international exchanges: they were not completely
eliminated (offerings to sea deities continued), but were
carried out in different forms and from within a different
conceptual framework. Interestingly, the divinity of
Okinoshima was not questioned—the island continued to
be considered a sacred being itself; but as such, it became

increasingly off-limits to most people.

Perhaps the best way to explain this shift (from a sacred
being that requires offerings to be brought to it directly to a
sacred being requiring to be separated from worldly
interactions) is through the example of hAibutsu,
secret/hidden Buddhist icons whose sacredness is
enhanced by their inaccessibility; another example is the
establishment of no-entry areas (kekkai) at Buddhist
temples and on mountains. If this is true, this is another
indication of how newly emerging ideas and
representations of the sacred, coming to Japan from abroad,
not only changed the local religious landscape, but in some
cases even enhanced it. Indeed, Okinoshima can be

considered even more sacred because of its inaccessibility.

It is well known that the adoption and the spread of
Buddhism in Japan changed pretty much everything not
only in terms of religion, but also in general cultural
attitudes, but many things that changed are hard to see,
having them become so ingrained in Japanese culture for
many centuries. Okinoshima may be a good example of
this invisibility of the Buddhist impact.



Let us now turn our attention to the Grand Shrine of
Munakata and its rich belief system.

The three goddesses of Munakata are first mentioned in
Kojiki and then in Nihon shoki: they are especially
interesting for two reasons: they are the first plural kami
mentioned in those texts, and they suggest a particular
cosmology that is at the core of Japanese religions (but is

largely ignored today).

The three Munakata goddesses point toward a sea-based,

horizontal cosmology, going from the seashore
(Hetsunomiya), to a nearby island (Nakatsumiya), to the
distant sea (Okinoshima). This cosmology is markedly
different from the

emphasized by the mythology of Kojiki and Nihon shoki,

standard Japanese cosmology,

which is vertical, and goes from Takamagahara, the sky-
realm of the heavenly gods (amatsukami), to Japan, the
land of the earthly gods (kunitsukami), to the underworld
(Yomotsukuni or Ne no kuni, the dwelling of the dead).
The latter cosmology points to shamanistic beliefs, and is
quite common in northeastern Asia. In contrast, the sea-
based cosmology of Munakata is quite common in
Polynesia and in other seafaring societies. I think we can
see here a fragment of ancient cults brought to the Japanese
isles by people from Austronesia, of which little is known.
In fact, Kojiki and Nihon shoki were compiled by scribes
of continental origin or heritage, and they most likely
emphasized their own vertical cosmology. Even though the
ancient myths connect Munakata to Izanami and Izanagi,
that was probably an editorial ploy to connect local gods
and their clans, originally independent and autonomous, to
the Yamato rulers’ clan but in a position of inferiority. This
artificial and politically motivated editorial strategy is most

visible in Munakata’s different cosmology.

Ancient myths include yet another sea-based cosmology,
this one centered around the sea gods Watatsumi and

Sumiyoshi. In this case, the cosmological axis is vertical,
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but goes from the surface of the sea to its bottom;
presumably, the bottom is the most sacred place.
Watatsumi and Sumiyoshi (Suminoe) are originally
ancient gods from northern Kyushu, not far from
Munakata; they are also a possible remnant from ancient
sea-farers’ cults from Austronesia, that challenge the
dominant, sky-centered cosmology of Japanese myths,
which later began to focus on mountains, not the sea, as

privileged sites of the divine.

Indeed, it is possible to think that the term oki (the distant
sea) is related to oku (a distant place in space); at some
point, the ancient Japanese projected horizontal distance
based on the open sea to a vertical distance on the
mountains. As a consequence, the most sacred places
shifted from the distant sea or the deep sea to the top of

mountains.

The sea cults of Munakata and Sumiyoshi did not
disappear with the arrival and the predominance of
Buddhism. On the contrary, they spread throughout Japan
thanks to ideas that buddhas and kami were deeply
interconnected  (shinbutsu  shiigo). The Munakata
goddesses in particular came to be associated with the
Indian goddess Benzaiten (Sarasvati), associated with
water (rivers and seas), and its cult proliferated in Japan

along the coast and at lakes.

The violent separation of kami and buddhas in the early
Meiji period was an attempt to wipe away many centuries
of deeply rooted Japanese religious culture and return to an
imaginary ancient past. Without the rich layers provided by
Buddhism and its shinbutsu shiigo metaphysics, Munakata
is now a kami placed in a vertical cosmology (with
Amaterasu Omikami at the top) in which it does not
originally belong.

I believe that the true value of Okinoshima and Munakata
as a world heritage site lies precisely in the openness to the

sea and the international exchanges it allows, and in the



endless capacity to integrate and modify cultural elements
from the outside—a capacity that has shaped Japanese

culture since the beginning.
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Okinoshima Island in the context of the maritime network around the

Japanese Archipelago

ISHIMURA Tomo

Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Abstract : The ancient rituals on Okinoshima were unique and unparalleled in the Japanese archipelago. However,

the ritual performed in the earliest phase shows similarities with the funeral rituals held at ancient burial mounds

at the same time. The period when the Okinoshima rituals began also coincided with the construction of distinctive

burial mounds along the coasts of various parts of the Japanese archipelago. These were most likely the results of

political activities carried out by the Yamato dynasty, based in the Kinai region and had political influence all over

the archipelago, to gain control of sea transportation routes. The background to this was probably changes in

foreign relations with Korean peninsula and mainland China.

Keywords: grave goods; bronze mirrors; burial mounds; Yamato dynasty; “maritime burial mounds”

1. Rituals their
similarities with funeral ritual on ancient

on OKkinoshima and

burial mounds

The rituals on Okinoshima have continued for over 500
years, from the late 4th century to the end of the 9th century.
The form of the rituals changed over time, however, the
artifacts offered in the earliest phase of the rituals are
known to be common to the grave goods in the ancient

burial mounds.

[Photo_1] Bronze mirrors and other artifacts discovered
at Okinoshima Site No. 17

https//www.okinoshima-heritage jp/know/ritual html

50

[Photo_2] Bronze mirrors and other artifacts excavated

at the Yukinoyama burial mound, Shiga Prefecture

httpsi/e-omi-muse.com/maibun/yukinoyama/

The earliest phase of the rituals began in the late 4th century.
Bronze mirrors, iron swords, magatama beads, and other
items were offered on huge rocks. These artifacts are
common to those buried as grave goods in burial mounds
from the same period. The three items - bronze mirror, iron
sword, and magatama beads - are also common to the
combination of the artifacts used as regalia for the Imperial

family known as “Three Sacred Treasures”.



Among them, the most important artifacts are bronze
the sankakubuchi shinjyu  kyo

(triangular-rimmed mirror with designs of divines and

mirrors, including

beasts). From the mid-3rd century to the 7th century,
known as the Kofun period, many bronze mirrors were
buried with the dead in ancient burial mounds. In the early
Kofun period, from the mid-3rd century to the late 4th
century, a particularly large number of bronze mirrors were

buried.

Some bronze mirrors were made in mainland China, while
others were made in the Japanese archipelago, and the
former had been considered higher-ranking treasures at
that time. Among them, the mirrors of sankakubuchi
shinjyu kyo had been one of the most highly ranked.

Bronze mirrors were buried as grave goods in ancient
burial mounds all over the Japanese Archipelago. There is
a tendency for higher-ranking bronze mirrors to be buried
in larger burial mounds, and for the number of bronze
mirrors to be large as well. It is probable that these bronze
mirrors were not obtained by the local chiefs themselves
but were obtained or produced by the Yamato dynasty,
which was based in the Kinai region, and distributed to the
local chiefs. In other words, the local chiefs obtained the

bronze mirrors in return for submitting to the Yamato

dynasty.

Among the bronze mirrors discovered throughout the
Japanese archipelago, some are thought to have been made
in the same mold. For example, bronze mirrors with the
exact same design as the one discovered from Okinoshima
Site No. 18 have been found in Yamaguchi Prefecture and
Mie Prefecture and are likely to have been produced by the
same mold. It is assumed that these bronze mirrors
produced by the same model were transported as a set from
mainland China, and then distributed to various regions by

the Yamato dynasty.
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[Photo_3]| Sankakubuchi Shinjyu Kyo bronze mirror discovered
at Okinoshima Site No. 18

https//www.munakata-archives.asia/frmSearchHoukenhinDetail.aspx?id=55&langid=

Why do the artifacts offered in the rituals on Okinoshima

have similarities with the grave goods in burial mounds?

During the Early Kofun period, when the rituals on
Okinoshima began, it was extremely rare for such artifacts
to be placed anywhere other than in burial mounds.
Furthermore, almost no temples or shrines built for rituals
have been identified from this period. This means that the
main place where rituals were performed at that time was
burial mounds, and the main purpose of the rituals was for
funeral. In that sense, the form of rituals on Okinoshima, in
which artifacts were offered on top of rocks was

exceptional for the time.

The practice of burying artifacts such as bronze mirrors in
burial mounds has been practiced since the mid-3rd
century, the beginning of the Kofun period. In fact, the
practice of burying artifacts in tombs had been practiced
throughout the Japanese archipelago even before that. For
example, in the Kyushu region, the custom of burying
bronze mirrors, iron swords, magatama beads, and other

objects in earthenware coffins along with the body has



been practiced since about 200 BC. However, the methods
of practices varied depending on the time and region. It was
not until the mid-3rd century that the custom of burying
artifacts in tombs built on artificial mounds became

uniformly practiced throughout the Japanese archipelago.

What is noteworthy here is that the rituals of offering
bronze mirrors and other artifacts on huge rocks began in
Okinoshima more than one hundred years after the rituals
of burying the artifacts in burial mounds began. So far, no
evidence has been found at any archaeological sites earlier
than Okinoshima that these artifacts were used for anything
other than burial purposes. In other words, it is highly likely
that the rituals on Okinoshima were a new form of ritual
that was created in the second half of the 4th century, and
that the practice was an appropriation of the burial rituals

that had already existed.

So, who performed these rituals? Since there are

similarities between the artifacts discovered on
Okinoshima and the grave goods excavated from burial
mounds in the Munakata region, it is probable that the local
chiefs of the Munakata region were involved in the rituals.
However, while many of the artifacts offered in the rituals
on Okinoshima are of high rank, no similar artifacts have
been found in the burial mounds in the Munakata region.
For these reasons, it is highly likely that the Yamato
dynasty took the initiative in carrying out the rituals and
offering these artifacts, to pray for the safety of voyages
between Japanese archipelago and Korean peninsula. In
other words, these were most likely a national ritual rather

than a local one.

2. Relationship with “maritime burial

mounds”

In the second half of the 4th century, when the rituals on
Okinoshima began, another major social change occurred.

This was the constructions of huge burial mounds along
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the coasts. Examples of these “maritime burial mounds”
include the Goshikizuka burial mound in Hyogo
Prefecture and the Shinmeiyama and Amino Choshiyama
burial mounds in Kyoto Prefecture. These burial mounds

were built in important locations along sea routes.

For example, the Goshikizuka burial mound was built on
the coast overlooking the Akashi Strait and is 194 meters
long. The surface of the mound is decorated with stones
and pots, and it is believed that it once shone white,
reflecting the sunlight. Since the mound can be seen from
the sea, it is thought to have also served as a landmark for

voyagers.

[Photo_4] Goshikizuka burial mound, Hyogo Prefecture

httpsi/lwww.citykobe.lg.jp/a21651/kanko/bunka/bunkazai/estate/bunkazai/syokai/goshiki.html

Both the Shinmeiyama and Amino Choshiyama burial
mounds were built on the shores of lagoons, which are now
mostly reclaimed but is likely to have once been used as
ports. The Shinmeiyama burial mound is 190 meters long
and the Amino Choshiyama burial mound is 201 meters
long, and their surfaces are decorated with stones and pots,

making them easily visible from the sea.

It is probable that these burial mounds were constructed by
the local chiefs with the backing of the Yamato dynasty,
because no large burial mounds existed in these regions
prior to the constructions of them, and the regions had
neither high productivity nor high population enough to

construct such huge monuments.



It is highly likely that the Yamato dynasty’s purpose in
having these “maritime burial mounds” built was to
strengthen their control over maritime routes. In other
words, they wanted to strengthen political relations with
local chiefs who were at key maritime transportation points,
and by showing the burial mounds as landmarks to the
people, they expressed the widespread influence of the

Yamato dynasty.

3. Okinoshima rituals and foreign relations
with Korean peninsula and mainland
China

The start of Okinoshima rituals in the second half of the 4th
century and the construction of the “maritime burial
mounds” are both highly likely to have been undertaken by
the Yamato dynasty in order to exert their power over the

sea. So why did they do these things?

One of the purposes was for the Yamato dynasty to expand
its control over the entire Japanese archipelago. From the
mid-3rd century, when the Kofun period began, the
Yamato dynasty distributed bronze mirrors and other
artifacts to local chiefs, expanding its political influence.
By the latter half of the 4th century, its influence had spread
nationwide. It is probable that control of maritime routes

was one part of this process of expanding its influence.

The other purpose was to respond to changes in foreign
relations with the Korean peninsula and mainland China.
From the mid-3rd century to the first half of the 4th century,
the Wei and Western Jin dynasties were in power in
mainland China, and it is assumed that the Yamato dynasty
obtained bronze mirrors and other artifacts from these
dynasties. However, after the fall of the Western Jin
dynasty in AD 313, various powers rose up in strife in
mainland China, and political turmoil continued. On the

Korean peninsula, Daifang Commandery, the base of the
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Western Jin dynasty, disappeared in AD 313, and the states
of Goguryeo, Bacekje, and Silla began to fight each other

for control of the peninsula.

At the time, the people of the Japanese archipelago did not
have the technology to refine iron, so they had to obtain
iron ingots from the Korean peninsula. To obtain iron
resources, the Yamato dynasty needed to have a political
influence on the Korean peninsula, and for that it was
important to secure sea routes connecting the Japanese
archipelago and the Korean peninsula. In this background,
it is probable that the ritual began in Okinoshima, located
halfvay between the Japanese archipelago and the Korean
peninsula. After that, the Yamato dynasty intervened
politically in the Korean peninsula several times. From
around AD 391, the Yamato dynasty sent troops to the
Korean peninsula and fought against Goguryeo, as
recorded in a stone monument called the “King

Gwanggaeto Stele”.

After that, the rituals on Okinoshima continued, although
their contents changed over time. As the Kofun period
ended in the 7th century, the practice of burying artifacts in
burial mounds declined, and the major rituals shifted to
being held in imperial palaces and Buddhist temples.
However, the rituals on Okinoshima continued, eventually
ceasing the offering of artifacts at the end of the 9th century.
In that sense, the rituals on Okinoshima are a survival of an

ancient form of rituals from the Kofun period.

The most likely reason for the discontinuation of the rituals
on Okinoshima was changes in foreign relations. The
imperial court in Japan, which developed from the Yamato
dynasty, established diplomatic relations with the Sui and
Tang dynasties of mainland China from the 7th century
onwards, and regularly dispatched diplomatic missions to
the country. However, the Tang dynasty fell into decline in
the second half of the 9th century, and the security situation
worsened in mainland China. As a result, the imperial court

in Japan decided to stop sending diplomatic missions to the



Tang dynasty in AD 894. Silla on the Korean peninsula
also fell into decline at the end of the 9th century, resulting
in political turmoil. In response to these circumstances, the
imperial court in Japan began to distance itself from
exchanges with mainland China and the Korean peninsula.
It is highly likely that these changes led to the

discontinuation of the rituals on Okinoshima.
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Overview of the 1* Special Research Project

The Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites
in the Munakata Region was inscribed in the World
Heritage List at the 41 Session of the World Heritage
Committee, held in Krakow, Poland in 2017. Among its
recommendations at that time, the Committee advised
that Japan should give consideration to “Continuing and
expanding research programmes on maritime exchanges,
navigation and related cultural and ritual practices within
the State Party and its neighboring countries.”

This recommendation reflected discussions that had taken
place in the International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) on the value of the Property, with the
outcome that in May 2017 ICOMOS had recommended
that inscription should be limited to only the island of
Okinoshima and its three attendant reefs. As a result of
deliberations within the World Heritage Committee it
was determined that all components of the property as
nominated by Japan would be inscribed in the World
Heritage List, but with the added recommendation as
noted above that continuing and expanding research
should be implemented.

It was in response to that recommendation that the
Preservation and Utilization Council of “Sacred Island
of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata
Region” (Fukuoka Prefecture, Munakata City, Fukutsu
City, Munakata Taisha) engaged in a five-year Special
Research Project from FY2018 to FY2022. The Council
was operated under the guidance of an Advisory Committee,
and funded by a Cultural Arts Promotion Grant (Project
to Promote Comprehensive Utilization of Local Culture)
from the Agency for Cultural Affairs.

Due to the broad scope of the recommendation, a decision
was made to proceed with the following issues, which
represent a synthesis of the questions posed by ICOMOS

at the time of inscription.
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1. Maritime navigation: It is thought that the rituals of
ancient Okinoshima were conducted to pray for safety
of maritime navigation, so what was the reality of such
ancient maritime voyages?

2. Exchange: Rituals were conducted against a backdrop
of interaction and exchange with ancient East Asia
from the fourth to the ninth centuries, so how did these
interactions with different cultures influence the religious
beliefs and rituals of Okinoshima?

3. Rituals: The location of ancient rituals and votive
offerings changed over time, from the top of a giant
rock to its base, and then to an open space away from
the giant rock. Rituals were also performed not only
on Okinoshima, but also on Oshima and the Kyushu
mainland, where rituals were conducted in shrine
pavilions that continue to this day. So, why did changes
to the series of rituals occur and what do these changes
tell us? What do the offerings made at each stage
symbolize? How and when did belief in the three female
deities of Munakata first emerge? Are there any other
similar examples to be found in ancient East Asia of
sacred islands and rituals relating to maritime navigation?
4. Continuity of faith: Can a line be drawn more clearly
demonstrating the continuity between the ancient rituals
on Okinoshima and the belief in the three female deities
of Munakata?

The project was co-chaired by SATO Makoto (Chair of
the Advisory Committee, Professor Emeritus, University
of Tokyo), and MIZOGUCHI Koji (Member of the
Advisory Committee, Professor, Kyushu University).
Commissioned researchers were AKIMICHI Tomoya
(Director General, Yamanashi Prefectural Fujisan
World Heritage Center), WOO Jae-Pyoung (Professor,
Chungnam National University, Republic of Korea),
TAKATA Kanta ( Professor, National Museum



of Japanese History), TANAKA Fumio (Professor,

Waseda University), and SASO Mamoru (Professor,

Kokugakuin University). A further research collaborator

was WANG Haiyan (Professor, Zhejiang University).

Furthermore, three international review meetings and

field surveys of related heritage sites were implemented,

in order to advance a cross-sectional understanding of the
issues. The international review meetings were held on
three occasions on the following themes.

= “Okinoshima and the Munakata Region seen from
Navigation in Ancient East Asia” (1% International
Review Meeting, February 26-27, 2019, Innovation
Plaza, Kyushu University)

@ “Interchanges of Beliefs and Rituals in Ancient East
Asia” (2" International Review Meeting, January 12-
13, 2020, SME Promotion Center)

@ “Ancient Maritime Faith in Ancient East Asia and
Okinoshima, Munakata” (3 International Review
Meeting, March 21-22, 2023, Daimaru Elgala Hall)

Each of these three meetings addressed the ancient rituals

that were conducted on Okinoshima and associated

sites from the fourth to the ninth centuries, seeking to
coalesce current knowledge in each field of expertise and
region of East Asia, and consider the background to the
rituals and the specific characteristics of Okinoshima in
the Munakata region. For each theme researchers from

Japan and overseas were invited to engage in discussions.

In total 23 researchers were involved in this Special

Research Project.

Onsite field visits were undertaken to China and Korea,

to sites that have a strong relation with the theme of the

Special Research Project, and also to cultural sites and

museums, etc., in Japan relating to maritime navigation,

inter-cultural exchange and religious beliefs.

The field visit to China (Dec. 23-30, 2018) involved

onsite studies in Zhejiang and Fujian provinces, covering

a wide area from the Zhoushan archipelago to Macau.

The field visit to Korea (Aug. 19-26, 2019), with the kind

cooperation of LEE Kang-Seung (Professor Emeritus,

Chungnam National University), involved onsite visits
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to cultural sites and museums relating to maritime
navigation, inter-cultural exchange and religious beliefs
from Heuksando Island to the west and south coasts of
mainland Korea.

In Japan, field visits were conducted to the Jike site and
other sites on the Noto Peninsula (Aug. 10-12, 2022), and
to Tsushima (Nov. 4-5, 2022).

Based on these meetings, commissioned researchers
compiled academic papers, and following discussions
held at a general review meeting (ACROS Fukuoka,
December 17-18, 2022), five papers were included in the
Special Research Project Report (Note 1).

In “Okinoshima in prehistoric and ancient East Asian
seas: Scafaring, Vessels and Maritime Networks,”
AKIMICHI Tomoya covered the topic of ancient
maritime navigation, and proposed a new Maritime
World Heritage model. The study of voyages and
exchanges with the Korean Peninsula from the respective
standpoints of Korean and Japanese researchers was set
out by WOO Jae-Pyoung in, “Exchanges between ‘Wa’
(Japan) and ‘Backje’ (Korea) as seen from the ritual sites
of Okinoshima and Jungmak-dong.” TAKATA Kanta’s
paper was titled, “Sea routes in Japan-Korea negotiations
during the Kofun period: Focusing on analysis of ancient
Japanese materials from the south and west coast regions
of the Korean Peninsula.” Furthermore, in “The Hata
clan and the deities of Munakata: Seeking clues from
the Hata-shi Honkei-cho,” from historical documents
TAKATA Fumio studies the specific impact of exchanges
with East Asia on the beliefs and rituals associated with
Okinoshima and the changes in those rituals. In “The
significance of the ancient rituals on Okinoshima in the
Munakata region and their transformation through to
the medieval period: From the perspective of human
cognitive functions and environmental change,” from
the standpoint of the interconnection between the
geographical environment and the view of the divine and
rituals, SASO Mamoru examines the continuity of belief
between the ancient rituals of Okinoshima and belief in

the three female deities of Munakata and changes in the



rituals, and by extension the transformation of rituals
from ancient times to the medieval period.

At the meeting to report the outcomes of the Special
Research Project, held on March 12, 2023, at Kyushu
National Museum, in addition to reports on the five
papers by commissioned researchers, other participants
included the two co-chairs of the project, as well as
OKADA Yasuyoshi (President, ICOMOS Japan) and
SUZUKI Chihei (Senior Cultural Properties Specialist
(World Heritage), Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan),
all of whom took part in a panel discussion, titled “New
horizons in research on Okinoshima” (Note 2). The report
meeting confirmed that the studies conducted over a five-
year period under the auspices of the Special Research
Project have served to broaden and deepen knowledge on
all aspects relating to rituals, religious beliefs, maritime
navigation and exchanges. In particular, Mr. Suzuki
highly evaluated the fact that since the inscription of the
property as a World Heritage Site, diligent efforts have
been made to implement UNESCO’s recommendations,
involving interdisciplinary research encompassing cognitive
religious studies and other areas of expertise, and that the
new body of knowledge about Munakata and Okinoshima
is being disseminated widely, including plans for an
English translation summarizing the outcomes. All panelists
emphasized the necessity for further study in the future.
Prof. Mizoguchi noted that the rituals that took place
during the various stages of Okinoshima represent a
condensed history of Japan’s struggle to establish itself
as a nation and its maturation as an emerging power at
the time, and that the project has real academic value that
can provide insights into globalization and world systems
in ancient times. Prof. Sato highlighted the importance
of continuing basic research and studies in local areas,
including monitoring and reassessment of the items that
have been excavated on Okinoshima. He also noted that
the continuation and development of future research will
reveal more about how reverence for the environment
and nature has been cherished over the course of history,
which will provide useful and timely suggestions about

how we go about our own lives today in response to

globalization. Mr. Suzuki stated that further research is
needed to determine the continuity of faith not only from
ancient times to the medieval period, but also how faith in
the medieval period connects to our beliefs today, and
how those ancient beliefs remain alive in us today. In
addition to continuing to engage in research, Prof. Okada
observed that the true essence of a World Heritage Site lies
in how the objects there speak of their value, and he
encouraged locally-led cooperative efforts in the
preservation and management of the property to ensure
that the condition of the site remains as it was at the time

of inscription.

(Note 1) Preservation and Utilization Council of “Sacred
Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata
Region,” Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated
Sites in the Munakata Region: Special Research Project
Report,2023. Available to download at the following site.
https://www.munakata-archives.asia/

Japanese English

(Note 2) SATO Makoto and MIZOGUCHI Koji, World
Heritage: Munakata Okinoshima - The Real Image of the
Sacred Island , 2024, Y oshikawa Kobunkan
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Simon Kaner
Executive Director, Head of the Centre for Archaeology and
Heritage, Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese

Arts and Cultures
(UK, Archaeology)
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Simon Kaner is an archaeologist specializing in the prehistory of Japan who has
served at the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures as
Executive Director since 2018 and as Director of the Centre for Archaeology and
Cultural Heritage. He is also Director of the Centre for Japanese Studies and Chair
of the Japanese Dialogue Group at the University of East Anglia, and has been a
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London since 2005, teaching and publishing
papers on various aspects of East Asian and European archaeology. He has conducted
archaeological research in Japan and the United Kingdom, and worked for several
years in archaeological heritage management in the United Kingdom. His research
interests 1include Japanese prehistory and archaeology, comparative urban
historical environments in Japan, and the international role of Japanese cultural
heritage and Japanese heritage management. He is the director of the Shinano River
Project, which investigates the development of historic landscapes along the
longest river system in the Japanese archipelago.

He participated in commissioned research projects in FY2010 and FY2011. As a
commissioned researcher, he participated in research and study involving the
nomination of the “Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata
Region.
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Gamini Wijesuriya

Special Advisor, ICCROM, WHITRAP, Archaeology,
World Heritage

(Archaeology, Cultural Heritage Studies, Sri Lanka)
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Dr. Wijesuriya, from Sri Lanka, has been serving as a renowned heritage
conservation and management expert with over 40 years of experience. He 1is
internationally recognized for his pioneering research on World Heritage Sites and
other living heritage and human—centered approaches to nature and cultural
conservation. He has served as Director General of the Nature Conservation
Department of the Government of Sri Lanka, Chief Regional Science Officer of the
Ministry of Nature Conservation of New Zealand, and Project Manager of the
International Centre for Conservation and Restoration Research on Cultural Heritage
(ICCROM) in Rome, Italy. He obtained a PhD from Leiden University (Netherlands),
an MA from York University (UK), an MSc from Carnegie Mellon University (USA), and
an MA and BSc from Sri Lanka. He has served in various positions in major
international heritage-related organizations and published numerous books

He is currently serving as Special Advisor to the Director General of ICCROM,
Special Advisor to the Director of the UNESCO-Sponsored World Heritage Institute
for Training and Research in Asia and the Pacific (WHITRAP), Honorary Senior
Lecturer at the Institute of Archaeology, University College London, and
Facilitator for the UNESCO Intangible Heritage Global capacity—building programme.
He was involved in the nomination of the Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated
Sites in the Munakata Region as an invited member of the International Council of
Experts.
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Christophe Sand

Senior Archaeologist of the New Caledonia Government
Senior Research Associate at the French National Research

Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD— Nouméa)

(New Caledonia, Archaeology)
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Southern Melanesia, Western Polynesia and Western Micronesia are his main field.
His interests are prehistory, traditional societies, and the colonial history of
the archipelago and the Western Pacific. He has been studying the mechanisms of
appropriation of the past in the process of constructing contemporary identities
and the development of traditional commons. His primary research focuses on the
first Austronesian settlement of the region in relation to the Lapita complex, the
cultural dynamics of Pacific peoples over the subsequent millennia, and the impact
of Western expansion in the Pacific and the Pacific Islands as a collective
structuring and communal organization of space in that context. He is also in
charge of the ICOMOS field survey of the Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated
Sites in the Munakata Region.
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Fabio Rambelli

University of California, Santa Barbara
(USA, Religious Studies)
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His main research and teaching area is the history of Japanese religion and culture,
especially esoteric Buddhism and Shintoism. In particular, he studies the
interactions between Buddhism and regional cults in various Asian traditions, as
well as the history of the development of Shinto discourse in Japan. Shinto is the
result of a complex process of regionalization of Buddhism in Japan (originally
as a trans—local religion) and the opening of Japanese traditions to Asian
intellectual trends (Chinese Neo—Confucianism and Taoism, Indian Neo—Brahmanism,
later Western Christianity, etc.), and an increased awareness of cultural identity
and particularity. His current research focuses on the religious and intellectual
elements of Gagaku and Bugaku, particularly the history of their cultural
historical instruments, Sho.

As part of the project, he formed a research group related to Gagaku, organized
events and initiatives, and practiced the instruments. He is also interested in
the influence Indian cultural elements had on premodern Japan (often neglected or
ignored), issues of cultural identity (especially regarding Japan and Italy, and
Ttalian representations circulating in Japan), and more general themes in the
history of religion (materiality, semiotics, iconoclasm, syncretism, etc.). He was
a presenter at the 3rd International Meeting of the 1st World Heritage Special
Research Project on the Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
Munakata Region.
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ISHIMURA Tomo

Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

(Japan, Archaeology, Cultural Anthropology)
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At the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, he engages in
research and studies that contribute to the protection of intangible cultural
heritage in Japan and abroad. He also studies international trends in the
protection of intangible cultural heritage, including the UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. He is involved in research
on disaster risk management for intangible cultural heritage and research on
intangible cultural heritage and the SDGs as an affiliated researcher of the Asia—
Pacific Research Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage (IRCI), a UNESCO Category
2 Center. In his book, he explored the entire country using GIS (Geographic
Information System) and reconstructed the landscape as it existed before landslides
caused by sediment deposition. His works include “"Reviving Ancient Ports: Restoring
Ancient Landforms” (Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 2017), which depicts the actual traffic of

ships, people, and goods
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SATO Makoto, Chairperson, Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo
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Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo. Committee chairman of the Expert Meeting
of “Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the Munakata Region”
Specializes in the ancient history of Japan. Major publications include: Ancient
Japanese Imperial Capitals and Mokkan (wooden tablets), (Yoshikawa Kobunkan,
1997), Ancient History of Excavated Materials, (University of Tokyo Press, 2002),
Ancient Local Government Administrations and Society, (Yamakawa Shuppansha,
Japanese History Libretto, 2007), Ancient History of Japan 6 Ancient Archipelago
(Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 1997).

BO FETF] 5. Ulrgds,

MIZOGUCHI Koji, Chairperson, Professor, Kyushu University
TUNREFBE e At U TERE Toh1E 2 B ) =g - th o/ | L BB ER M E 2w LR, &
FRIHR GRS I - B R, FEZEEIC Archaeology, Society and Identity in Modern
Japan (2006, Cambridge University Press), The Archaeology of Japan: From the
Earliest Rice Farming Villages to the Rise of the State (2013, Cambridge University
Press), Global Social Archaeologies: Making a Difference in a World of Strangers
(2019, Routledge, #:3),
Professor, Faculty of Social & Cultural Studies, Kyushu University. Member of the
Expert Committee: “Sacred Island of Okinoshima and Associated Sites in the
Munakata Region.” Specialized in theoretical and social archaeology.
Major publications include: Archaeology, Society and Identity in Modern Japan
(2006, Cambridge University Press), 7The Archaeology of Japan:6 From the Farliest
Rice Farming Villages to the Rise of the State (2013, Cambridge. University Press),
Global Social Archaeologies: Making a Difference in a World of Strangers(2019,
Routledge, co—authored with Claire Smith)
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AKIMICHI Tomoya, Director, Yamanashi Prefectural Fujisan World Heritage Center
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Director—-General, Yamanashi Prefectural Fujisan World Heritage Center, Professor
Emeritus, Research Institute for Humanity and Nature. Specializes in ecological
anthropology, marine ethnography, and ethnobiology. Major publications include:
Crossing World Beyond Nature and Culture: Dialogue with Philippe Descola (ed. Kyoto
University Press, 2018), Research and Materials Relating to Fishery Rights from
the Meiji to Farly Showa Period, (Twovols., Rinsen Book Co., 2021), Cultural
History of Sacred Mountains, (Bensei Publishing, 2023).

B TER s - o A SORSE S R E,

W00 Jae Pyoung, Professor Chungnam National University
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Wrge 1T~ (2, —E#. 2002~2004), FEarly Korea—Japan Interactions (2018,
Harvard University, Korea Institute, 2£3),

Professor, Department of Archaeology, Chungnam National University, Korea
Specializes in archaeology, political history of the Kofun period, and the history
of exchange between Japan and Korea. Major publications include: “Tomb System of
the Daeseong—dong Tumuli Group in Gimhae, Korea and the Beginning of the Kofun
Period in Japan,” Machikaneyama Archacological Papers, (Osaka University, 2005),
Research into Articles Detailing Kelations with Korea in the Nihon Shoki [-I711,
(Co—editor, Isshi Publishing, 2002-2004), Farly Korea — Japan Interactions (2018,

Harvard University, Korea Institute, co—editor).
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TAKATA Kanta, Professor, National Museums of Japanese History
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Professor, National Museum of Japanese History, Associate Professor, Graduate
University for Advanced Studies SOKENDAI. Specializes in archaeology, and the
history of pre-historic and ancient Japan—Korea relations. Major publications
include: Japan—Korea Kelations in the Kofun Period, (Yoshikaa Kobunkan, 2014),
Japan (Wa) as Seen from Beyond the Sea, (Kodansha Gendaishinsho, 2017), “TUhusual”
Burial Mounds: Keyhole—shaped Tumuli on the Korean Peninsula, (Kadokawa Shoten,

2019).
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TANAKA Fumio, Professor, Waseda University
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Professor, Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University. Specializes
in Japanese ancient history. Major publications include: Foreigners and the Control
of Ethnic Peoples in Ancient Japan, (Azekura Shobo, 1997), Ancient Archipelagic
International Trade, (Kadokawa Sensho, 2016), Foreign Visitors and Naturalized

Citizens, (Kadokawa Sensho, 2019).
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SASO Mamoru, Professor, Kokugakuin University
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Professor, Faculty of Shinto Studies, Kokugakuin University, Director of Kokugakuin
University Museum. Specializes in Japanese archaeology and the history of Japanese
religion. Major publications include: Archaeology of Shinto, Buddhist and Village
Landscapes, (Kobundo, 2005), Archaeology of Ancient Japanese Rituals, (Yoshikawa
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Kobunkan, 2012), Archaeology of God and the Deceased, (Yoshikawa Kobunkan
2016).
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Full-time lecturer in the Department of History, Faculty of Literature, Taisho

University. Specializes in ancient Japanese history. Major works include “Local

and National Rituals” Newly Revised Munakata City History: Prayer and

Ritual (Munakata City, 2023), “Munakata Okami and Okinoshima” , Newly Revised

Munakata City History: Prayer and Ritual (Munakata City, 2023).
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Wang Haiyan, Professor, Zhejiang University
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History / History (of Japan, Japanese)

Professor, Zhejiang University, Faculty of Art and Humanities, History
Specializes in

Ancient Japanese History, Ancient history of Sino—Japanese relations. Major
publications include: “Gifts of animals in the international exchange of ancient

Japan : focusing on camels and sheep”
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